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The Lord 1 let the Earth rejoices” "tet the 
 Multitude of the Iſles be glad the 


| and Darkneſs are round about him: — 
i and Fudgment are_the habitation of.. bis T Brune, 
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: Tais Prutm is ſuppoſed to have been written, after 


David had brought up the Ark to Zion; in order that 
the Iſraelites, who were then in great . might 
be inſpired with confidence i in God. N 
a an occaſion as ſolemn, and as important, as 
perhaps any that ever occurred to the Pſalmiſt, we 
are called upon, to truſt in Divine Providence, and 
to bleſs God's holy Name, for the Victories which 
our Fleets have obtained over the Enemies of this 


Country. Such acknowledgements are our indiſpen» ; 
ſible duty, as appears from this. Scripture: ( Call 


« upon me, ſaith God, in the day of Trouble; , I will 


cc hear thee, and thou ſhalt glorify. r 


A 8 


The beſt way to enſure preſent Mercies, is to be 
thankful for them. And if we will not Air God, 


when He hath, at our requeſt, delivered us, we mar 
dread his Anger for our Ingratitude. 5 5 1 
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meg n- Lenden bon a in che View. 


He hath wrought for us; and for which 


© "we may rejoice before him: yet, when we conſider | 
fully our Situation, we can only rejoice with trem- 
bling. For, when viewing the inſtances of God's 
diſpleaſure againſt Nations, on account of their tranſ- 


greſfions: when conſidering the Iniquities of this 
Land, in 'which we muſt, with ſhame, include our 
own. Sins: and when contemplating the dark Cloud 


gathering around us, whoſe Spirits do not fail? We 
muſt fly to the ſacred Scriptures, and to the Words of 
our Text, in the uy" that ey — enable us all to 
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neee . Air,” 60 chat the Lord reign- 
ech: that though Clouds and Darkneſs are round 


« about him, the multitude of the Ifles may be _ 


eas Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the habitation 


« of his- Throne.“ How animating, are theſs Words! 


. applicable to our vgs bf ' | * 


We derive much of our knowledge from Analogy. 
We ſee that certain Cauſes, produce invariably certain 


Effects. Certain Actions produce certain Conſe 


quences. Virtue and Happineſs, Vice and Miſery, 


| are infeparable. This ſhews the moral Government 
of God. This fact was admitted by Philoſophers of 
old. But happy we, who are not confined to inveſti- 


gate 'the foot-ſtͤps of Jehovah, by the dim light of 
Nature alone; for his Will is ſo conſpicuous, in his 
Word, that he, who runs may read,” 
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a t had made Man upon che Earth.“ He therefore fe 


fore them: but, as the E 


„ W . aka 6 of Men we. 
t, asto induce the Almighty © t6 repent that He 


Aroyed all the Human Race, except Noah and Wis | 
family, * Noah was a juſt Man; and perfect in his 
© en IN RIAL] with Bog.” Hence if 


The ta "TRY over as a js 2 
[proof t « He reigneth over all.“ We fee them 
evil-entreated by the Egyptians, and purfued to the 


Red Sea; where they could have had no profpeRt but 


to be cnt off, or driven into the Sex, When, Jo! 
God aſſures Moſes, „ He would fight for them“ 
They paſſed through the Sea; the Waters divided be- 
gytians purfued, the dea re- 
turned, and deſtroyed all the hoſts of Pharach. We 
might continue the miraculous hiſtory of this People. 
How the Lord fed them with Manna forty years, till, 


through his help; they had defeated all their Enemies, 


and were conducted into the Land of Canaan. The 
abominations of the Canaanites provoked God to 
anger; and He drove them ont of their own . 


which he gave n 16 Mile p20 


| Another inſtanee, of Divioe Fiterpntiack is re- 
«corded in the Second Bock of Kings, Sennacherib 


had conquered a variety of Countries. And' when he 


came up againſt the good King Hezekiah, he preſumed 
upon a continuance. of his Victories. His language 


much reſembles the mode of expreſſion ufed, by our 
Enemies, againſt this Country. And the almoſt in- 


„„ 33 eredible 


= with * congypl 0 ee Abe ker was 
= moſt ſavage and wicked; he uttefly dettroyed the 

lunds which he conquered; and carried away the 
Iraelites captive; and Babylonians were placed in 
che cities of Samaria, | inſtead of the Children of Iſrael, 


The French Victor hath not diſpoſſeſſed of their lands, 
the Inhabitants of the Countries which he hath ſub- 


dued; but he hath Aird moſt e contributions 


pon denn cee 
„ eee an Infidel: and. in his Line: to 


_ Hezekiah, expreſſeth bimſelf in blaſphemous terms; 
„ Let not thy God, in whom thou truſteſt, deceive 


cc thee, ſaying, Jeruſalem ſhall- not be delivered into 
ee the hands of the King of Aſſyria.“ He inſinuates 
as if God was capable of deceit, and of miſleading 
thoſe who truſt in him. After the Meſſengers of 
Sennacherib had delivered his menacing Letter, Heze- 
kiah went up to the Lord's Houſe, and ſpread the 
Letter before the Lord; and ſaid, « O Lord God of 


. & Iſrael, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all 
_ & the kingdoms of the Earth. Lord, bow down thine 


« Ear, and hear; open, Lord, thine Eyes, and ſee; 
cc and hear the words of Sennacherib, - who hath re- 


4 proached the living God. Of a truth, Lord, the 


« kings of Aſſyria have deſtroyed the Nations, and 
ec their Lands. Now, therefore, O Lord our God, 
] beſeech thee, ſave thou us out of his hand, that 
& all the kingdoms of the Earth may know, that thou 
oe art the Lord God, even thou eta 


This 
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| While Hezekiah v was Si for an „ to his * 
"a 8 the Prophet was commiſſioned to ſay: Thus 


c“ ſaith the Lord God, That which thou haſt prayed 


£ to me againſt Sennacherib I have heard,” The 
Lord takes notice of the Afſyrian's blaſphemy; and 


of his confiding in the multitude of his Chariots. 


His attempt was. directed againſt a people, under the _ 


ſpecial care of God: and He conſidered the enterpriſe 
as againſt himſelf. Hence, he faith of Sennacherib, 
„I know thy rage againſt me: I will put my hook in 


„ thy Noſe, and will turn thee back by the way by 
_& which thou cameſt. I will jd ur Jeruſalem for 


© mine own ſake; and for my ſervant David's fake.” 
And «&« in/that night the Angel of the Lord went out, 
tte and ſmote, in the Camp of the Aſſyriana, an hun- 


ec 'dred fourfcore and five thouſand,” How wonderful 
is God: How 3 of his e How faith- ; 


ful to his un, 


89 , ; 
*F 
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derive from his gracious Anſwer to Hezekiah ? We 
do not fully know the amazing efficacy of Prayer; 
nor what power it hath had with- the Almighty, 


when his wrath hath waxed hot againſt his People. 
It hath turned aſide his Vengeance; and prevailed upon. 8 


him to receive, with tender Mercy, the once devoted - 


As we 3 the ere * ec Aoi ere is hs” 
_ variableneſs in God,” what Encouragement may we 
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of Europe were our Friends. And, viewing ſuch 
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« Laien eure Clone and Dat. 
When we firſt engaged In the pak. War, moſt 


powers united, the preſumption of ſpeedy Marr . 
amounted to almoſt moral certainty, Thoſe who | WT 
; were in the ſecret of Government, and who reaſoned  Wp 
after the manner of Men, pronounced, * that one 

_ « Campaign would finiſh the bnſineſs, and honour- a 


« ably for this Country,” Such was then our ex» 
pectation. But 3 hath taught ue, that 
« though Man deviſeth his way, the Lord directeth . 
« his ſteps.” Our calculations were erroneous. | The v2 
Cloud that aroſe, and appeared at firſt, © like a Man's © | 
« hand,” ſpread itſelf in every direction; contracted 
a diſmal darkneſs; Storm and Tempeſt were fouud 


* 4. 


Thouſands of our Country-Men 3 fought, 
and bled upon the Continent : but they could not 50 
vanquiſh the hundreds of thouſands, that oppoſed Ab | 
them. Our Friends were alſo overpowered with 5 


— -> 


numbers. One Ally early withdrew himſelf from 12 


the Union; and made Peace for himſelf. Others have 
acted faithfully, till they have been reduced to the 
dire neceflity of accepting, nearly ſuch terms, as the 
Enemy choſe to dictate. Spain and Holland, from 


Allies, are e to be our Enemies. : 
In addition to theſe Calamities, we have 0 ment e 15 j 
tho Expences of the War. Taxes, year after year, 5 
have 2 
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of the Income of the more wealthy, muſt he appro- | 
to the Exigencies of the State. And none 


en fix e limit te the demande, which Parliament | ."_ 
. Sagan j ow 


? 


Hole of an bo entertain. a hops, and . 9 
na their threat, of Invadlng thid kingdom, and over= 1 
tutniag our Government. The prudent meaſures 

ef Miniſtry, indicate the poſſibility, if not the pro- 

| bability of ſuch an event. Thus are we encompaſſed | 
with Clouds and Darkneſs, indeed! | * 3 


Should the queſtion ariſe, Why hath the Lord thus 
heavily afMiQted us? Vain Man! Why wilt thou 
preſume to ſearch the inſcrutable Counſel of the Moſt © 
High? His path is in the great Waters: His foot- 
« ſtops are not known.® | 8 A 


4 


Could you believe certain Politicians, (Tyree: fn. -. 
Theology) they would reſolve all your doubte, bx 4 
attributing every Diſaſter, however unexpected, 
wholly to Adminiſtration. Such Men aſcribe to Mi- 
Aiſters, what is the peculiar Province of God, viz. 


1 * 


the Government of the World. 3 OY 
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Who, but Jehovah, can ſend the Wind, ſtill te 
boiſterous Waves, coritroul the Actions, or change 3 
the Hearts of Men, ho are under the influence ana 
r POCOMOY 
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The art, in dn or in 1 8 1 


nothing but Inſtruments, under the inviſible direction 


of the Almighty. They are merely ſecond cauſes; 


Himſelf the grand cauſe of all. He hath made known 


his Will. When that Will is diſregarded, and Vice 


refuſes to be controuled, His diſpleaſure is exaſperated, 
and is generally iuflicted upon Tranſgreſſors. Fire, 
although a Patriarch inteteedes, may come down, 
and deſtroy a wicked City, as it did Sodom. Ven- 
geance may aſcend from the deep, and ſwallow up 
thoſe who have offended, as in the caſe of Dathan and 
Abiram. Or War may be ſent, to puniſh us for our 
Iniquities. We read of © the Sword of the Lord (and 
« of Gideon.“ Gideon's name was here inſerted, to 
N08 that ng was ee, in the EY ge” 

| Thus Kings, their Miniſters, a nd F each i Direftors, 
reign over, and are permitted to govern Millions; 
and appear as a blefling, or a ſcourge to thofe whom 


they govern, not ſo much on account of their own 


Wiſdom, or Virtue, or Vice, as of the Piety or Im- 
piety of the Millions over whom 1 nee, 


We wives thank k God, a 854 king. But were He 5 


« as Ndah, Daniel, or Job.“ or better than any wo 
- ever reigned, his own perſonal Virtue, nor his Pray- 
ers, thqugh of high eſtimation, may not be of. ſufficient , 

| avail, to induce the Almighty to avert * Diſpleaſure 


from a wicked ah wad bg} 5 e 5 


11 we wifh for peace, we muſt co-operate wich our 


King. , 
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e I 
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wa we ga, as" ai nation, ünd 8 


claim this gracious promiſez' ©. we: ſhall-find/Merey,* 


't=1 


&.:confeſs:and »: 


our Sins, and then“ we'may” 


No doubt, the Iniquity of the Land hath highly in- 
cenſed God. It beſt accounts for his marked Indigua- 55 
eee r Tic FAC; M 
Nur Ice ent meln bat aleſtib Ilan Sd Had vm 
When there is War between kingdoms; one maß 
preſume that the ultimate iſſus of it will be in WWU] 
of thoſe, who love and fear God. Hence, ſome have 


| inforrsdy chat, a5 Frsbes hatts diſcatded Religion, and 


e 7 Wai tan trial thobſand: ———— 4, 


are now ardently- deſiring peace: Nor is theteh, 


Re” what hath long been upon his knees, ee, eee, 


Divine Anger hath fallen dreadfolly-upon them ank 
we alſo groan under it: yet as. God, in the midſt of · 


ſeems to ſet Heaven at defiance, eaten e, 
hop that. the God, hum we wo kene vow ere long”: 


Bue when we are et, "from. repoBablo-am 101 


«the. holy Communion in the City- of Bae an: 
dare preſume, that France, as a aer. hath caſt off 
God) hab zi „I 171 2 bat e 126 gι,ỹũVUn e 
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i There are doubtleſs thioufinde in that Country, who 


Individual, among them, who 


the Lord, but 


deſire, as his urgent requeſt to God. Though the 


Judgment, remembers Mercy: as Hie Name is 
« merciful and gracious; long - ſuffering, and abundant 


,in Goodneſy and Truth, keeping Mercy for thou- 
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| of Rememhramee g but ſees. it right to defer anſwering, 
chem, and, ocenfianaliy, for Var. #0 5 Nt 215 43 len 
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There is, perhaps,. in the plan of Providence, ſome 
Intention highly important; the Divine Government 
may ſoon be ſignally diſplayed; when the Lord may 
. a a reſiner, and purifier of Silver;” when He 
may ſeparute the Silver from the -Droſs; preſerve the 
eder, mann tiger wr 
3 oY ohe Mets $4 46 OE: A; T6 1 * tet 
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eee of hope yet eee ſontees of 
Conſolation. The firſt, and chief, is the Divine | 
promiſa tb Chriſtians, . All things work together 
64 for good to them that love God.“ This is a8 an 
Auchot, . never ere moſt dreadful ſtorm. 
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Our King Lach: | affured us, that He is deſirous of 
peace; ; and we cannot doubt his Sincerity. And every 
motive of Wiſdom) and Prudence, muſt ſtrongly ex- 
eite his attention, and anxiety, Under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Miniſter; from the cloſe: of the War in 
America, to the commencement of our preſent: trou - 
bles, the Nation had arrived at a height indeed of 
Praſperity. He was (and the Country recollects He 
Vo e aka un jan of "OY Britain 
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4 ———— Comfort, in our perilous Circum- | 
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Our Nee i. „ ate ſenſe, is our Ubſey the 
Ec the World, amd. ie juſtiy entitled to the 
warmeſt Gratitude of this Country. *But'when' the 
Reply is made, in anſwer to the deſigns of our Ene- 
mies, & that we have nothing to truſt te but our 
Navy this Sentiment muſt be qualified, and in a 


Nation, believing Dlvine Repelation, ſuch Reply 


ought to be exploded, as it aſperſes Jehovahz/ and 
robs Him of this Title: “ The Lord of Hoſts is his 
66: name.“ What was this Pillar of Strength, ſome 
time ago, at the Nore? The Officers were then in 
dureſs; and the Seamen in Mutiny und Convention! 
This was an awful leſſon of humility from the Lord. 


It much reminded us that © God is jealous of his Ho- 


© noure“ He will not ſuffer his Glory to bs inen te 


| thoſe, who are as Worm, or eme in his 
ach- eng ec eee 
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The Fleet of our Enemies, after bloody Ehgage- 


ments, have been defeated. - Many of cheir Ships iy \ 


War are now in our Ports, as the well earned Trophies 
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was made ſtrong by the Arm of the mighty 
God of Jacob: He directed the leaden Death; it flew, 


eee, * 


1 like, .unto-thes;, slorions in —— a wes 
e praiſes, doing Wonders!“ Surely, none of 
ſuffer the recollection, of theſe proud Days, ever to 


* Ee feeling our heart oyerflow ing with Gra- E. 


to God, for coming farth, . as aun on 
ee occa 
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" a ee incumbent. C 
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